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A FEW RIVER AND CANAL PLEASURE ROATS AND RARGE TUGS 



Representatives of Purchasers at Velasco during the Distribution of 2,700 Five Acre Tracts of Land, August 30th, 1909 


The Idlewild on Brazos River 




About 14,500 Acres of Land adjoining and partly surrounding the Townsite of Velasco—has recently been Sub-Divided into about 2,700 5-Acre Tracts. 
These Tracts have been deeded to people in different sections of the United States, of which a large number are preparing to move to this section at. 
once. Below we give the pictures of the places of the first two to locate. 


DON’T YOU KNOW THAT THIS FEATURE ALONE WILL ENHANCE THE VALUE OF YOUR $60 LOTP 


f 


CUT ON LEFT SHOWS WELL 
IN WHICH FRESH WATER 
WAS SECURED AT A DEPTH 
OF 16 FEET. 




Some of the things that can be and are grown in the yards of the residents of Velasco 

















































































The Methodist Church At Velasco 
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A View of Riverside Park, Velasco—A Beautiful Public Playground 


A Typical Home in Velasco—Many of Our Lots are in Block. 


This Beautiful $4,000.00 Residence and the Four Lots on which it is 


Located is Included in this Sale 


View of The Houston & Brazos Valley Railroad Yards 


The Roeller Hotel—Showing the Temporary Offices of this Company in the Rear 


Prospectors Arriving at Velasco 


Summer Home Recently Purchased by Mr. F. E. Pye, Pres. Central Bank & Trust Co., Houston 


J. C. Fredericks Novelty Works 


Temporary iieadtiuatricrs of the Velasco F?sh Sc Oyster Company 
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Mr. J. T. Dingle’s Residence, Velasco, Texas 


E. D. Dorchester’s_Residencej 


The Velasco State Bank Building 


Another Velasco Residence 


“ALL THAT THE NAME IMPLIES, 1/0 ACAI) IICIICI flDMCMT PI 

nulliiv UCI icon TCVAC "ALL THAT the name implies, 

developers of velasco m wELAobU HE" ELUrlVIEIiK bl 

iJMrAliY, VELAobU, IcAAa developers of velasgo” 
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What a Few Local Business and Professional Men Have to Say 

= — OF _ 


$ VELAS CO AND O UR PROPOSITION 

^Ia—^^MaMn^MBMBMMUII IF IB—MM—^BUPilllilBMIBMail—— 


UNITED STATES CUSTOMS SERVICE 

GALVESTON DISTRICT 
of the Jleputg (Collector 

o»=-K O. Nation SUB-PORT OR VELASCO, TEXAS 

pta/ty collacnvr 


Thu Velasco Development Oo., 
Velasco, Tex. 
Gentlemen: 


Velasco, Tex., ll/26/09. 


Yours of recent date requesting that I furnish you sone 
information about Velasco as a harbor I herewith acknowledge. 

In the project of making Vela300 a great harbor approximately 
$4,000,000.00 has boon spent. 

\ The construction of that |etties were made under the supervisi® 

of Hr. Elmer L. Oorthell who wvi chief engineer under Capt. Janes 
Ti. Eads during the planning amj constructing of the great Mississippi, 
jetty work which made Capt. Eads the no at famouy engineer in the 
world.The base of the west jetty is 25 feet wide, and the east jetty 
is 50 feet wide and is huilx a little over a nils long. The water 
over the Brazos bar is now about 21 feet and t; s ehawn&l up to Velasco 
is now about 20 feet and deoper than has ever been known. 

The port of Velasco is a land-locked harbor and the only 
harbor of refuge during a storm between New Orleans and Tanpico. The 
port of Velasco is the only harbor on the Atlantic coast that cones 
up to the Government demands as a "Class A" harbor. There are four 
different qualities required to make a first-class government harbor:- 
F}r3t,--It must be a Harbor of Refuge in tine of storm. 

Second,—The channel of the harbor must debouche direotly into 
the Gulf, with no islands, peninsulas or estuaries to obstruct. 

Third,—The harbor must have a soft mud bottom, where vessels 
can maneuver without danger of injuring the hull. 

Fourth,--The harbor must be contiguous to the Gulf so that a 
naval station can be built and operated. 

The Inter-Coastal Canal now building from Velasco to Galveston 
is to be extended from Galveston to Bonaldsonville on the Mississippi 
and from Velasco to Brownsville on the Rio Grande. The last named 
extension will be of especial material benefit to Velasco. A sum 
of $135,000 has been appropriated for the extension,. Oongross has 
appropriated $250,000 for the improvement of the Brazos River in the 
way of locks and dans, qnd has a look and dam finished near llavasota. 
They will make a survey for six more. Tho opening of the Brazos to 
navigation is estimated to bo worth a dollar for every bale of cotton 
raised in Texas in the saving of freight rates. 



Yours respectfully 

Deputy Collector of Customs of the Port 
of Velasco, Texas. 



VELASCO STATE BANK 


COUNTY DEPOSITARY 

INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY 
OVER 1200,000 


VELASCO, TEXAS, • TeX. ll/ 29 /OS 


TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 


I desire to state that the Velasco 
Development Company is composed of honorable business men principally 
of’ the town of Velasco, and the proposition they are now offering 
I consider, from the point of view of a business man, a strictly 
gilt-edge one. 


I say this in view of the fact that the 
Government is spending thousands of dollars on the Brazos River, 
and that private enterprise is directing its energies and capital 
to tho advancement of Velasoo as a shipping port. 

For an investment, for the business man. 
and for the man of moderate means I consider it one that will 
amply satisfy then in every respect and as such I endorse the 
proposition. 


At special request X will add, to demonst¬ 
rate that this town and community is building up from a financial 
point of view as v/e^ll as otherwise, that, the deposits of this bank 
have increased /» in the past two years. 


Yours truly, 

Cashier of Velasco State Bank. 


DR. 


B. H. C ARLTON 
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Velasco, Tex., ll/l8/09. 


Velasco Development Go., 
Velasco, Tex, 
Gentlemen: 



You have asked me to give you my opinion of Velasco's 
natural advantages as a city. First, there is no question about 
Velasco s meeting all the requirements of the United States Governmert 
for a class 'A" port, and the ohly one on the entire gulf coast that 
can moot with those requirements. Hot only has she a natural port 
but is surrounded by ua rich soil as can be found anywhere. 

Second, t' : e Syndicate land adjoining and partly surround¬ 
ing t.ie town that lias been held by the Boston Syndicate for years 
preventing Velasco from drawing and developing her natural resources 
has just been divided into about 2700 5-acre tracts and.these 
tracts have been deeded to people from all over the United States 
many actual settlers have come and more are coming and building ' 
new homes and going to work inproving this land that will produce 
vegetables and fruit the year round. 

As for water, we strike strata of good drinking water in 
this country in and around Velasco from (Sixteen feet to eipht-hundre* 
These facts alone are enough to convince any man who has lived here 
any length ol time that the Lord picked Velasco out with a viev 
to making it the largest city in America. 

Now, :s to health, we are wonderfully favored as to 
climate. In all ny practice in Velasco in the last eighteen or 
twenty years, we have had practically no phneurnonia and very few 
cases of malaria. Typhoid Fever is one‘of our rare diseases. In 
fact,, the vrtal statistics Bhow that per cetpita we have the lowest 
death rate of any city in the United States. Catarrh', bronchitis, 
and kindred troubles yield readily to this balmy atmosphere and 
Velasoo is the ideal place for those thus'afflicted. 

Trusting that I have made myself clear on this matter and 
will be Oj. some benefit to you, I beg to remain 

Sincerely yours, 

fa ^ 


CHARLES SKINNER 

PRXSIDCNT 


P. HOEFLE FRED. M. SCHULZ J. A. TAMPLEt - 

VICE-PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER 


Velasoo Commercial Club 

i'tmrb nf : 

J. H. HILL, CHAS. SKINNER, DR. B. H. CARLTON, FRED M. SCHULZ 
O. O. NATION P. F. COMBS E. P. HOEFLE 


VELASCO, TEXAS |ll/29/09. 


TO WHOM THIS LETTER MAY CONCERN: 


v . , Ab President of the Velasoo Commercial 

Club, I take this method of informing through you the numerous 
owners and prospective purchasers of Velasco property, the reasons 
that caused me to pin my faith on the future of Velasco and also to 
assure them that visitors and new citizens will receive a hearty 
welcome and tnat any new public enterprise or industry that is 
legitimate will reoieve our undivided assitsance and oo-operation. 



- Part of the reasons are,Velasoo is 

undoubtedly a deep water port. It is due 3ome day to receive nearly 
all the tonage in freight,created for over three hundred miles up 
the Brazos and also that created as far wast on the Inter-coaataj 
canal as Brownsville and that from the east through the canal, 
which connects with the Mississippi, which with its tributaries 
will draw-on millions of square miles of territory, whose inhabitant!* 
are fast coming to recognize the cheapest mode of transportation 
known. 


oiiouximaoc 




water surface; / wells can be had at from 16 to 18 f "t iX 
900 ?eet. f06t t0 300 f69t and artesian w®Us at BOO tf 


6 - -2-—-— -r Uiie opportunities are 

unlimited and on th£t basis we invite you to become a citizen. 


Yours truly, 







P.S. As to the Velasco Development Co.'s. nroDositl nn t i .l a 
"the proof of the pudding is ?n the eati^Tam a ^ 


E. P. HOEFLE 

ATTORNEY AND COUN3CLON AT LAW 

VELASCO, TEXAS 

NOTART PUBLIC IN OPTICC 

Velasco Development Company, 

Velasco, Texas. 


Velasoo, Texas, November 27th, 1909. ( 


Gentlemen:- 

In compliance with your requ93t of racent date, asking me for an 
expression of my opinion regarding the desirability of Velasco as a place of 
rosidence, and also as to Its future prospects, I bog to advise as follows: 

Velasco as a place of residence, is in my opinion as near an ideal 
location as can be found on the Texas Gulf coast, it is qituated on the banka 
of the Brazos River, the largest stream in Texas, about four miles from the 
Gulf of Mexico. Its climate during the entire summer months is tompered by 
the cool sea broezes, while tho winter months are mild and pleasant, it is on¬ 
ly once in every few years that we have a frost severe enough to injuro vogo- 
tatlon, and then only the tonderest growth 3uffer3. Tho country is unusually 
healthy, and it is doubtfull if any other section of the State has less sick¬ 
ness, there are no climatic or prevelant diseases here. 

It would take to much space to go fully into details as to the fu¬ 
ture prospects of Velasco, a3 a Port it has the vary brightest prospects and 

will soon come into its own, but aside from the development of the Port, the 

country Immediately contiguous to Velasco has innumerable natural resources 
waiting for tho man with the hoe and the man with capital to develop them, 
the Boil cannot be equaled for fertility and productiveness, crops may be 
raised the year round, it i3 essentially a fruit and truck.land, but the 
staple crops, such as Cotton, Corn, Rice ami Sugar Cana produco abundantly, 
especially is this true of Sugar Cane. The many streams and lakes • throughout 
this county, and the numerous bays along the coast abound in fish and oysters 
in unlimited quantities, which can be had for tho taking. The lands along 
the streams are covered with many varieties of hardv/ood also some softwoods 
suitable for manufacturing purposes, these woods furnish, or will furnish, 
an abundance of material for years to come for such things as barrel 3 tave 3 , 
hubs, spokes, hoops, buckets, broom handles, and for carriage, wagon, fur- 
niture and implement factories, this timber is all readily accessible to 
the Brazos River down which it may be floated at a minimum cost of transpor¬ 
tation. 


fiasco has a splondid Public school system, having a large, commo¬ 
dious, modern school building, well furnished and equipped v/ith all necessary 
apparatus, and for the past ten years the school term has boon for nine 
months' each year. The churches and fraternal societies are also well repre- 
oonted, thus, with such surroundings Velasco is an ideal residence location, 
especially so for the man with a family. 


It is perhaps needless to 3 ay, that the United States Government 13 
absolutely committed to tho full development of the Port of Velasco, and 
wren this has been fully accomplished, Velasco, as a Maritime Port will be 
second to none on the Texas Coa 3 t. 




J. H. Hill, president J. E. Hooper, vice-pres. and gen-l manager E. Isaacs, sec y and treasurer 



VELASCO, TEXAS ll/27/09. 

The Velasco Development Co., 

Vela3co, Tex. 

Gentlemen: 

Replying to your request of recent date, I hand you herewith 
my opinion of Velasco, particularly from a point of view concerning 
the oyster and fiBh and ship-building industries. 

Before locating here, I visited about every point on the 
Gulf Coast from the mouth of the Neches to Point Isabel and concluded 
that Velasco had more advantages for my business than any other point 
on the entire coast, including Morgan City, La. 

We have the finest class of oysters here in the south, barr¬ 
ing none. They are equal to the New York Counts and the quantity is 
unlimited. 



We handle in large quantities every kind of fish known in the 
south, including Pompano, Spanish Mackerel and Red-snapper. We catch 
Spanish Mackerel for five months of each year for the reason that 
thi3 immediate coast is their feeding ground; while on the Florida 
coast the season is limited to six weeks. The Red-snapper banks are 
about twelve miles from here and are about forty-five miles clOBer to 
Velasco than they are to Galveston. 

We have already constructed fourteen boats in our yards and 
expect to build two more within the next two months that will surpass 
any we have already built. There is an abundance of standing timber 
along the banks of the Brazos including Mulberry and Live Oak that 
would make excellent framing for boats and I believe, in the near 
future, -vili be utilized. 

Our business at this time is about six months old and, while 
we have handled many tons of fish and thousands of oysters, we have 
not as yet been able to supply the orders that have been TELEGRAPHED us.. 

There are several parties figuring on establishing an Ice 
and Cold Storage Plant here and unless their plan.s materialize within 
the next ninety days, we will be forced to construct one of our'own. 

In conclusion X will deviate from your request and add that 
this is undoubtedly the sportsman's paradise for the reason that this 
is the winter feeding ground of wild ducks and geese and at this 
season of the year this country i3 infested with them by the thousands. 


Yours trjjly, 



i 


Yours very truly 














